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"ACTS Ai. 28. 


And the Chi ef Captain anſivered, Wi th a great Sum ob- 


tained I this ac. And Paul i But 1 was 
. born. 


| - H IS Chapter diſcovers St. Paul in ſome of 
_ thoſe Perils, which, with a Sort of Triumph, 


he relates to the Corinthians ; ; and as 1 
receives a Beauty from Shade, ſo does this 


Man appear aimiable under theſe Clouds of Misfreine. | 


The Bonds and Scourges which he receives under Chriſt's 
Banner, though Marks of Slavery, dignify the ee 
as a Soldier's Scars in the Field of Battle, though they 

may disfigure the Face, recommend the Man. Tis 


Guilt alone which brings Infamy with Suffering; and 


what renders Men contemptible whilſt they ſhrink at the 


Strokes of Juſtice, are the mean Actions r have Rog 


ed to, before ſuch Puniſhment was inflicted. 


BrovenT up at the Feet of Gamaliel, we any: ſup- 


poſe our Apoſtle f:/Pd in the Virtues which may be 
called the Miſdom of the Ancients; and when ſuch; No- 
tions of Morality had received the Refinements and Im- 


provements of the Goſpel, it was highly improbable, | 


that any thing worthy. oh Death, or of Bonds, could be 
committed by him. He had lived, according to the Law, 
blameleſs ; inds in his Converſion to Chriltianity, had 
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fo ne himſelf, as to have a Conſcience void of Offence, 
towards God, and towards Man. 


TERT ULLU indeed, the ſubtile Orator, a 
Council for the Fews, laboured to fix ſome Im morality 
upon him ; in the rough and ill-manner'd Terms of pe/t:- 

tent Fellow, and the like, reproached him before Felix; 
but not being able fo prove rbe Things whereof be ac- 
cuſed him, his Oratory, though prefac'd with Flattery to 
the Governor, was u er From which Part of 
St. Paul's Narrative, ſucceeding Orators, or Advocates, 
may take a uſeful Hint, to 270d what diſgraced the 
ſhining Parts and Abilities of Tertullus, the ſtrong In- 
vectives and Indecency of Expreſſion, which he made 
uſe of againſt the Apoſtle. Every Thing abuſive and 
inſulting, before that Sentence is which fixes Guilt 
upon the Party, is underbred and inhuman ; is cruel to 
a Fellow-Creature under the Diſtreſs of Confinement and 
Suſpicion, and very diſreſpectful to, and unbecoming a 
Court, 'or Place of Juſtice ; where Mercy and Compaſſion 
likewiſe preſide, and receive Offence from Barbarity and 
Ill-Nature. | 
Froma View of St. Paul, thus blameleſs and inoffenſive, 
the Number of his Enemies ſeems very extraordinary, and 
ſuch Popular Rage and Inveteracy, moſt ſtrange and aſto- 
niſhing. But in his Days, as in ours, to go about to re- 
form, was to diſpleaſe the World. He had the Cauſe of 
the Goſpel, an the Welfare of Mankind, greatly at 
Heart: He ſaw their Infelicity in the Darkneſs of Ig- 
norance and Error, and took great Pains to enlighten the 
Minds of the Jews, with the Knowledge of Day- 
4 or om on high, which had viſited bis People: But 
Ri | continued in the Diſpoſition our Saviour com- 
plains of, and /oved Darkneſs rather than Light. 


Touch 


(+37) 
- Trovemn the Day is ſo chearful a Part of Time, and 
all Nature is enlivened by the comfortable. Rays of its 
bright Ruler, yet there are Perſons Who ind Night, 
the Darkneſs and Secreſy whereof favour their evil En- 
terpriſes. In that Iniquity, which may aptly be called'the 
Undreſs of Human Nature, the Light of the Goſpel was 
too expoſing. They liked the Interpretations of to Law 
by their Rabbies and Teachers: The pure Tenets of 
Chriſtianity laid too ſtrong an Embargo upon their vicious 
Inclinations. A Shew of Sanctity and Devotion, which 
did not interfere with their ns Practices of Evil, they 
could very well bear with; but St. Pauls Doctrines were 
too ſearching and . ; in the Propagation whereof 
we perceived the Sanhedrim enraged, and the People, 176 
Dupes, clamourous and tumultuous: For doing the Duties 
of his Miniſterial Office, we find him treated like a com- 
mon Slave and Malefactor, examined by Scourging, and 
bound with Thongs. In which Circumſtance he endea- 
vours to throw off the Vipers which faſtened upon him, 
and pleads his Roman Privilege to avoid theſe Stripes and 
1 | 
SELF-PRESERVATION is a Law of Nature, canner 
nanced by our Saviour's own. Example and Precept; 
ſecretly © conveyed * himſelf from the Danger of 4 4 
Rage and Fury; and in another Place, ordered his Diſ- 
ciples, if they perſecuted them in one City, to flee into 
another *, We carry about with us: a frail Body 
of F leh, affected with the Acuteneſs of Pain, and 
may therefore take all honeſt Means to avoid Suffer- 
ing. Prudence is the Guardian-Virtue of Man, Who is 
not, like the Horſe, to ruſh into any Battle, without an 
immediate Call or Neceflity. We are not to court Dan- 
ger for the Character and. Congratulation of Bravery. 
The Work of St. Paul 8 Miniſtry was not yet finiſhed, 
| 2 and 
a Fobn viii. 59. b Mat. x. 23. | 
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and till it was expedient for him to drink the bitter Cup 


of Martyrdom, which he afterwards chearfully did, it 
was natural for him, and not at all criminal, to take all 
juſtifiable Methods for his own Defence and Preſer- 
nn vio ier pe en e 

HE was of Tarſus, the Metropolis of Celicia, whoſe 
Natives enjoyed the ſame Immunities and Privileges with 
the Citizens of Rome; to know himſelf poſſeſt of ſuch 


a valuable and national Liberty, and to be treated and 
bound like a Slave; to receive Scourges from no judicial 


Sentence, nor proper Hand of Authority, this ſtirred up 
all the noble Baſſſons and Affections of his great Soul 
rouſed up all the Roman and Freeman within him, 1s 1 
lawful for you, ſays he, to ſcourge a Roman, and uncon- 
demned ? FRET + DA e ut 

AT theſe ſtartling Words the Centurion gave a Cau- 
tion to the chief Captain, to take Heed what he did, 
for this Man was a Roman. Upon which he interrogates 


St. Paul upon that Subject, and acquaints him with the 


Value of the Liberty he pleaded, that with a great 
Sum he had obtained ſuch Freedom : But the Apoſtle 
boaſted of his ſuperior to ſuch purchas'd Freedom, that 
what Money (which in a corrupt Age might gain Honours 


for the moſt Undeſerving) had procured for him, was 


his Birthright, Paul greatly anſwered, But I was FREE- 
BORN, CEE Ns PET A GLASS SEP TEAS AY: TY hrs 

FROM which Text, intimating to us the early Worth 
and Eſteem of Liberty, and what ſacred Things a Peo- 
ples Rights were in former Ages, I am perſuaded, as im- 


portant as your preſent Time is, you'll favour me with 


ſome Attention upon the noble and warming Subject of 
Liberty, whilſt I conſider, in the Fiiſt Place, the Ad- 
vantages of a free People, and the Excellency of our 
Conſtitution in theſe Kingdoms. e 
e . Secondly, 


3] 

Secondly, I ſhall diſtinguiſh Liberty from that Licenti- 
ouſneſs which is the Bane of all Peace 78. Order. And, 

Laſtiy, Draw ſome practical Concluſions from the fore- 
going Conſiderations, applicable to the ſolemn Occaſion 
of our preſent Meeting. 

And Fir/t, Of all Earthly Poſſeſſions, Liberty is the 
ſweeteſt: Tis what the Lyon, as much as his Food, 
roars for in the Den that detains him : Tis what the 
caged Bird flys about in purſuit of, and beats itſelf againſt 
the Wires, the little Gr ates of its Priſon. As Man is a 
more exalted Part of the Creation, his Notions of Liber- 
ty muſt be higher, and his Senſe of the Loſs of it ſtill more 
affecting; if we were fed with the greateſt Dainties, treated 
withall the Pomp of Servants and Retinue, in the moſt ſtately 
and magnificent Manſion, yet there is a natural Averſion 
to Confinement which would make us unealy ; our ro- 
ving Thoughts would take their Flight in queſt of our 
darlin Liberty, the Walls which were our Bounds, 
K i. even at ſome Diſtance, we ſhould view with 
Anxiety, and though built with the Jaſper and Onyx 
Stones, ſhould long to ſcale them. 

THERE is not ſo moving a Sight as a ſhackled People; 
though a Country affords the moſt delightful Proſpects, 
is ſurrounded with Gardens and Vineyards, and its Ter- 
ritories large and extenſive, yet if its Inhabitants are Slaves, 
have no Rights nor Liberties independant of Power; if 
the Will of their Prince is all their Tenure, and he can 
demand their Perſons and Poſſeſſions as his Humour, or 
the Exigency of his Affairs require, the whole Country 
is but a wide Priſon, the People Priſoners at large, Keep- 


ers perhaps for a Term, but not Owners of their Lands 
and Poſſeſſions. 


To 


1 

To know the Value of Liberty, is to feel the Pains 
of Slavery, as a torturing Diſeaſe proves the Bleſſing of 
Health. The Advantages of a free People are legible 
in every Country under the galling Voke of arbitrary 
Government. Much has been ſaid of the Happineſs of 
ſome People where the Monarch is abſolute, and which 
J would not diſpute, if an Angel was to reign; but muſt 
think it doubtful, where the Prince is in a Natural State 
of Fallibility, and there is no National Law and Check 
upon his Conduct. Where the Will of the Monarch 
is abſolute, the Lives and Fortunes of the N muſt 
be inſecure and uncertain. 

To turn our Eyes on a Country near us, is to ſee no 
Rights, either Religious or Civil, which can be ſtrictly 
called the Peoples. The Impoſitions of their Prieſts, 
how inconſonant ſoever with Scripture or Reaſon, muſt 
be the Faith and Religion of the People. No free Exer- 
<iſe thereof is to be tolerated or ſuffered, and Conſcience 
muſt have have no Voice nor Dictate. As to Civil 
Rights, they hang by a ſlender Thread, where the Go- 
vernment is arbitrary: Where the People are un- 

concerned in the making and repealing of Laws, 
they will naturally bend to the Controu U of Power. 
How happily different is a Peoples Caſe, whoſe own 
Hands have a part in making the Laws which bind 
them ; who mult grant, before any part of their Pro- 
can be demanded; who are garriſon'd by their Con- 
titution againſt the Oppreflion of Power, and can fit 
_ down, without Diſturbance or Moleſtation, under the 
Vines and the Fig- Trees which their Anceſtors, or their 
own Induſtry have planted. - 

THIS being, in part, a Deflation 3 3 leads me 
m the next place to ſhew, the Excellency of our 
Confiztution, our Happineſs in this Country oe Li- 

A, 


[7] 
berty, where to any Invader of our Rights, any Inſulter 
of our Perſons, though grac'd with all the Titles which 
Heralds. can give, or Pawer which Monarchs and King- 
doms can confer, we have the Plea of the Apoſtle, 
and can fay with him, that we are free born. 

Tis the Voice of Law, no Threat of Man above 
us, that an Englſhman ouſt hearken to. In this Country, 
aliud eft obedire, aliud ſervire, The Obedience or Sub- 
jection of an Engliſbman, is not the Service of a Slave. 
Government is obeyed, not from its own Will and Superi- 
ority, but the Law ; which conſtitutes it. If by the Blefling 
of God on our Endeavours, the Favour of his boun- 
teous Providence, our Lot is fallen into a fair Ground, 
and we have a goodly Heritage, 'tis fenced by Law a- 
gainſt Treſpaſs or Invaſion. Ig is the apt Tem of 
a Britiſh Poſſeſſion. 

As we are to be ſubject to Goren; fo Govern-- 
ment itſelf is alſo ſubject to the Law, which protects the 
meaneſt Perſon under it from any Wrong or Injury, 
The Peafant's Plea is as valid as the Princes, and e- 
ge ey rn ig by our Conſtitution. The Subject 
againſt the King himſelf, who is 
undiſtinguiſhed in * Diſtribution of Fadice. Magiſtrate 
are Perſons placed betwixt the Sovereign and ps e 

e and defend the Rights of both. In the Terms 
of Scripture they are Shields in our Land, to ſecure and 

relieve the Injured and Oppreſſed. Courts of Judica- 
ture riſe in Degrees of Eminence and Juriſdiftion, where 
we have Li to reſort and remove our Complaint, 
if we think ourſelves aggrieved by any Sentence or Opi- 
nion. 
Tur Complaint of the Prophet cannot 1 made in 
our Streets, That we are like Fiſhes of the Sea which have 
no Ruler. The Great cannot devour the Leſs without 
the Controul of Laws. Some, indeed, becauſe highly born, 
and of large Fortune, may think that they are made th 

the 
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the Lev: -athan in the Waters, not only to take their Paſtime, 
but that Part of it, like his is to conſiſt in eee and 
making a Prey of their leſſer and weaker 8 cies; but 
Britiſh Courts of Juſtice often, to their Coſt, convince 
them of that Error, and relieve the pooreſt from their 
Aſſaults and Over- bearing. Under the Titles of Cuſtodes 
Libertatis, Magiſtrates are diſtinguiſhed : Whether in a 
Cottage or Court, we are born free; and with Decency 
to Place and Station, can demand, and have a Right to 
J uſtice, againſt the moſt powerful Adverſary. WW 
Ir the Ballances of Juſtice were not to hang even; if 
it ſhould ever be denied or delayed for any perſonal Re- 
ſpects, our Great * Original Right et infringed. 
All have an equal Acceſs to it, in an — Diſ- 
tribution whereof, ſuch as our Conſtitution requires, and 
our Magiſtrates obſerve, our Benches of Juſtice appear in 
the lovely Dreſs of Scripture, in a Righteouſneſs which | 
claths them, and with a Judgment, WHICH 7 15 48 4 Robe and 
a Diadem. 
Pow rx by our Conſtitution appears in its „aer Light, 
not form'd for the Oppreſſion, but Service of Mankind; and 
as we can't be good Men, without being good Subjects, ſo 
no Power can make any Man —4 Great, if he is 
not tenacious of the Liberties of thoſe under it. And as 
our Temporal, ſo our Spiritual Welfare is provided for by 
our Laws and Conſtitution ; if faithfully executed, they 
carry a proper and keen Edge again thoſe who neglect the 
public Worſhip of God : 'The y are the Guardians of his 
Honour and Glory, reſtraining allBlaſphemy and Prophane- 
neſs, the too notorious and wanton Uſe of his Great Name, 
n W we live, and move, and have our Being, The Holy One 


rhat imnhaviteth Eternity, with whom are the us of Lye 
amd Death. 


Nulli aan; nulli eye m jullitiam. 


'To 
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To conclude: The Servitude of Sin is the greateſt we 
experience; and though there is ſuch a ſeeming Averſion 
to Slavery, yet Men are not aſhamed of being Slaves to 
their Vices. In other Reſpects we are free as we can 
with or Defire: No Man of Power, can with Impunity 


hurt us, nor remove our Land-mark. Every Thing 
that has the Aſpect of Slavery, derived from any Law 
or Authority, is only calculated to reſtrain the Abuſe of 
Liberty ; to puniſh thoſe, whoſe Freedom and Enlarge- 
ment endanger eur Perſons: and Properties, and render 
our Streets unſafe. and unpaſſable. As long as a Man 
keeps himſelf honeſt, he keeps himſelf from the Badges 
of Slavery. No Fetters diſgrace any Engliſhman, till he 
has firſt diſgraced his own Nature, and departed from the 
Humanity thereof. Even when the Sword of Juſtice 
ſtrikes, the Man is recollected in the Criminal; and none 
of the Tortures of other Countries are perceivable, which 
make Puniſhments ſhocking, and give the Face of Death 
an additional Terror. N ä 

Tus have I endeavoured, though in weak and faint 
Colours, to give you the Picture of a Britiſh Conſtitution, 
which, if a L:Reneſs is preſerved, cannot diſpleaſe, though 
maſterly Strokes are wanting, Thoſe before me, wha 
may not have had Leiſure nor Opportunity to examine 
into, and conſider theſe Things, may ſee what an excel- 
lent Form of Government they have the Happineſs to 
live under. To be leſs limited than we are, would be to 
have the Order and Decency of Things inverted, and a 
wild Irregularity and Confuſion prevail againſt the proper 
Diſcipline and neceſſary Reſtraint of Authority, What 
we have moſt to fear, is from the exceſſive Indulgence of 
our Paſſions; from thoſe Luxuries and vicious Habits 
which, more than any Burdens of State, are likely to 
Hurt us and unpoveriſh Poſieait: to weaken and n 
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the Courage and Force of Britain. It is a very antient 
and juſt Remark, that with fanding Walls, and finking 
Morals, a Nation may be in great Danger. But it is to be 
hoped, that ſince we have a Conſtitution which preſerves, 
we ſhall lend no Hand ourſelves to the Deſtruction of 


our Native Rights and Liberties. They are worth main- 


taining, nor has any Blood nor Treaſure been ſpared by our 
Great Anceſtors, to tranſmit them to their Deſcen- 
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Tux noble Struggle for Liberty at the glorious Revo- 
lution, when there were all the Attempts to enflave us 
which the Arts of Jeſuits and Prieſts could invent, will 
always be 'memoriz'd to the Praiſe of Br:ti//h Courage 
and Reſolution ; will cauſe a freſh ſpringing Odour to a- 
riſe from the Urns of that great Hero who undertook 
and accompliſhed it, of the brave and injured People 
who joined and affiſted. They who, ſafe on the Shore, 
can foe the Dangers they have eſcaped, and can embark 
in any Schemes which may favour. the Deſigns of the 
fame Enemies to our Religion and Freedom, and expoſe 
us again to ſuch a Storm of State, cannot have the Wel- 
fare of their Country at Heart, nor a real Value for that 
Liberty they pretend ſo much Zeal for. They who for 
any Conſiderations, in any Views of Intereſt, or to grati- 
fy their Ambition, could ever conſent to part with one 
Tot or Tittle of Engliſb Law and Liberty, fuffer the leaſt 


Diminution of our Rights and Privileges, and wickedly 


join'to fetter Poſterity ; ſuch would give a Stain to their 
Characters, which no- Acquiſitions could wipe off, nor 
Time deface ; would entail a Reproach upon their innocent 
Off-ſpring, who would wear the ſhameful Badges of their 
Baſeneſs and Corruption. What can warm the Breaſt of 
the free-born Briton like Liberty? But in our Notions 
thereof, and Zeal to defend it, we ſhould be careful Far 
j uc 
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ſuch Zeal does not burſt its Orb, nor riſe to ſuch a 
Height as to overſet the Veſſel, which a moderate Gale 72 
carries along ſafely and pleaſantly. 1 

Ap this brings me, Secondly, to diſtinguiſh Liberty 
from that Licentiouſneſs, ſo unhappily viſible, and which, 
unreſtrained, would be the Bane and Deſtruction of all 
Peace and Order. 

A late Writer has v uſtly obſerved, that thete is 
an infinite Fund of Dae # xr in the Compoſition of 
Human Nature, which operates var ionſiy on various Ob- 
jects; the chief Miſchief whereof is in Religgan and Ci- 
vil Polity. With regard to the one, it has given the 
Appearance of Abſurdity to what is in itſelf a moſt 
reaſonable Service: It has deftroyed the Relations, diſ- 
turbed the Harmony, and eee the Foundations of 
Society. As to the latter, is has raiſed Clamours and 
Oppofitions, embroiled Kingdoms, ſubverted Conſtitu- 
tions, and ſo diſordered the Heads and Minds of many well- 
meaning Perſons, as to lead them into © Rebellion; it has 
carried them beyond the Bounds of Reaſon and Truth, 
which in Politicks, as in every Thing elſe, ſhould guide 
and direct us. Liberty has its proper Limits, and may 
degenerate into a L. „ as fatal as Oppreſſion. 
Liberty may be ſo falſely ſtated, and injudiciouſly pro- 
pagated, as to produce many unbecoming Invectives, and 
indecent Treatment of Government. Under the Notion 
of a free Country, what improper Liberties have been 
taken with Adminiſtrations, or indeed with any Body 
elſe, which ſuch /icentious Men have been pleaſed to be 
free with. They that would give up the Liberties of a 
People, and they that would — their Affections from 
Government, wt lead them into Riots and Seditions, are 
uu Confederates in the * of their n From 
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an unreſtrained Licentiouſneſs, a Wantonneſs of the Free- 


dom of Speech, and an Abuſe of the valuable Liberty of 


the Preſs, all that is dear to us may be endangered, Li- 
centiouſneſs is a Fire of State, kindled with combuſtible 
Matter, and which breaking out from the /awe/t Rooms, 
threaten the Deſtruction of the whole Building. 

| MisFORTUNESs of State, like thoſe of private Families, 


are ſometimes unavoidable, - We are all Paſſengers in a 


Veſſel, againſt which Seas may beat, and Waves run 
high; but they who at fuch Times, inſtead of lending 
an ar ſhould introduce Diſputes and Confu- 
ſion, fly at the Perſon at the Helm, Gua all the Care 
he can) would ſubject the Lives and Safeties of all to 
great Hazard. Tis no Friendſhip to any Country, to 
make the Service of Government uneaſy to thoſe who 
take it upon them, and by raiſing Uneaſineſs and Party- 
Diviſions, to prevent the Succeſs of its Labours. A very 
learned Writer informs us, that in evil Speeches againſt 


the Rulers of a People, there is great Danger of the 


Breach of that Command, which enjoyns us not 
to bear falſe Witneſs. And another obſerves, that 
under the Ninth Commandment this Caution not to 
calumniate or defame, is included. In honouring our 
Father and our Mother, the divine Law has enjoined 
a proper Reſpect to Governors, who as common Parents, 
ordained for a more comprehenſive Benefit and extenfive 
Good, have a Right, as well as Natural ones, to our 


Duty and Subjection. The unbounded Licentiouſneſs which 


revails amongſt us, is the greateſt Infelicity of the Times, 
irtue and Modeſty receive Offence from many Inſtances 
of it; the Principles and Morals of the Age are cor- 
rupted, and the King of Kings, as well as earthly Power, 
treated with a ſhameful Indignity. In all which abuſe 
of Liberty, we act againſt the Duty we owe to God and 


a to 
4 To n our Phil, de Decal. p. 768. 


13 ] 
to our Country, expoſe ourſelves to his Wrath and Indig- 


nation, and to the juſt Reſentment of thoſe, who are 


ordained of God for the Puniſhment of evil Doers, as for 
— the Praiſe of them that do well. 


Ir remains, therefore, that we juſtly diſtinguiſh-in the 


Affair before us, that we reſpe& our Liberty, but not uſe 
it for a Chak 9 Malicioufueſe that in the Enjoyment 
thereof we * to be quiet, and t do our own Buſineſs ; 
not taking upon us to judge and condemn our Rulers, 
from every Wind of Report raiſed by thoſe wwho-lye in 
walt to deceive, but keeping within our proper Sphere 
and Province, leave the' Management ' of State to Hoſe 
whoſe - Capacity: beſt qualify. them for the Care thereof. 
The Peace and well-ordering of Society falling under the 
Care of the Civil Magiſtrate, give his Perſon and Cha- 
racter a Right to our Regard and Reſpect, remem- 
bering the Royal Fountain whence, under God, his 
Authority derives. 'From our Eſteem of Liberty, thus 
diſtinguiſhed from Licentiouſneſs, a loyal Affection and 
Attachment will naturally flow to that :/Iufr:ious Family, 
which God, in his providential Regard to the Religion 
and Liberties of this Country, has placed over us. 

IN every Inſtance then of Duty and Subjection, it becomes 
us to ſhew our Senſe of the Bleſſing of Liberty, and to en- 
deavour to make Government as 3 to his Maje/ty, as he is 
careful it ſhould be to us; whoſe ſtrict Notion of, and Re- 
gard to Honour, Stedfaſtneſs to his public Engagements, 
and perſonal Courage and Reſolution to perform them, 
give a Weight and Credit to the Alliance of Britain; 
who is great likewiſe in Proportion to his Concern for 
Liberty; who appears throughout Europe, the great 
Friend and Lover eo; whoſe Sword is drawn in the 
glorious Cauſe, turning its Point againſt thoſe who would 
make Tributary Provinces of Kingdoms, and who have 


often 
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vften arm'd and aim'd to enſlave us. And as Religion 
and Loyalty are joined together by God, let us never 


put them aſunder. In honouring our King let us not 
forget our Duty to that Supreme Being, by whom his 


Throne is eftabliſhed, Gy whom Kings reign, and Princes 
decree Fuſtice ; who muſt go out with our Fleets and 
Armies to make them victorious ; 4uho is a Refuge from 
the Storm and from the Heat, the Hope of Iſrael, and 
Saviaur of Men in Time of Need. The Word Patriot 
is in every Mouth, I hope it will produce that real Pa- 
2 which is in the Power of all, from the higheſt 
to the loweſt; a Practice of that Righteouſneſs which 


thoſe. who were falſe to their God, were to be ſuſpected 
by their King. Let us pray then, that for the Security 
of Government, and Welfare of our Country, Chriſtian 
Principles, thoſe Pillars of Loyalty and Subjection, may 


always continue to be reckoned amongſt the neceſſary 


ualifications for Poſt and Confidence. Gobd Examples 
in high Life cannot fail of their Influence, and from fuch 
Fountains thoſe clear Streams of Piety and Religion will 


run through all Degrees of Men, as will bring a general 
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and Infide- 


Mar thoſe in the low Class of Life, whoſe Province | 
is Labour, become an honeſt and induſttious Poor, which 
will make them valuable Members of the Community. 


May we all recollect, in the Misfortunes which now call 
us to #his Place, the ſad Effects of Pride and Idleneſs, 


the Fraud and Injuſtice which, as in the Goſpel Inſtance, 
proceed from being aſham'd to aſe, and not caring to 
dig for Support. May the moving Sight of Iniquity 
which now preſents itſelf, prevail on us to bring our 


Children up in the Nurture and Admonition of the Lord; 
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in the plyable State of Infancy to bend them into that 
Shape of Virtue, which it biotin a Man, and eſpecially 
a Chriſtian, to appear in. Nothing can be a greater 
Grief to a virtuous and affectionate Parent, than to ſee 
his Hopes in his Children blaſted in the Spring of Life, 
and fine Parts and Abilities ſhaded with vicious Habits 
and Inclinations. Let it be our Inſtruction then to young 
Perſons, to avoid the Mode and Faſhion of Wickedneſs, 
and, by an early Piety and Virtue, to become Ornaments 
of the Age, as opening Buds and Bloſſoms are of the ter- 
reſtrial Nature. will no Chains of offended: Juſtice 
ever diſgrace them, their own Hearts OE them, nor 
their Country condemn them. 
Le the Wrong and Robbery now to be tried, put 
every one upon recollecting thoſe ſecret and evil Practi- 
ces, which have hot the public Shame of Detection in 
this World, but will be manifeſt and puniſhed at the 
Great Tribunal of God. Let all thoſe, FG Fortune 
and Condition lift up above the Commiſſion of petty 
Villainies, examine themſelves whether they are free from 
every Species of Injuſtice. He that robs a | Family of its 
Peace, in any lewd Invaſion upon the Honour and Vir- 
tue thereof, is as great a Criminal in the Sight of God, 
and all virtuous Men, as the kttle e Male efaftor. 
Any Breach of public Faith diſcovers as bad a Heart, as 
in the mean diſhoneſt Servant, whoſe Breach of T ruſt 
brings him to a public Bar of Juſtice. Every Breach of 
Promiſe is a Species of Fraud, whereby a Man is deceived 
into ſuch a Confidence and Reliance upon another, as 
very often make him neglect other Means of Sub- 
ſiſtence. 

Ix every State and Condition of Life let us ſtrictly ad- 
here to Honour and Integrity. Though placed above, ſo 
as not to think ourſelves Auch affected with, the N 

0 


eil 

of the World, yet let us ſeek the Reputation of Vittue, 
and know, that it is what moſt of all dignifies Superiors. 
As well as Modes of Dreſs and :Faſhions, let them give 
becoming Habit of the Mind for Inferiors to imitate. 
Let them be juſt to the Dependencies, which for ſome 
Reaſon or other, they create, and not encreaſe the Miſ- 
fortunes of the Neceſſitous, by a fruitleſs Attendance and 
Expectation of Favour. Let Politeneſs and Elegance of 
Converſation, an Eaſineſs and Affability of Deportment, 
have the additional Luſtre of Sincerity, and let us deſpiſe 
all the Ornaments and Grandeur of a Place where Truth 
is a Stranger. Let us all ſeek for thoſe Joys which are 
8 and laſting, and Pe thoſe Seeds of Virtue 
xere, which will riſe up hereafter into never-fading 
Flowers of Bliſs, * growing and .blooming continually in 
Chriſt's heavenly Kingdom. As there will be a Time 
when we ſhall ſtand in need of the Comforts of Re- 
flection, when all our paſt Pleaſures will prove our greateſt 
Torments, if they have prevented our Peace at the laſt, 
let us purchaſe, by Good Works, the Refreſhments and 
Satisfactions which a religious and virtuous Man will re- 
ceive at thoſe dreadful Periods of Time, the Hour of 
Death, and the Day of Judgment. Let us do nothing 
to wound our Conſciences, and make us afraid of ovr- 

felves, but by E in Piety and Virtue, engage 
thoſe on our Side, whoſe Notice and Acquaintance are 
worth cultivating, who are only qualified for Friends, 
and can reach the glorious Character; who with regard to 
the Friendſhips they form, are not given to Change; who 
are neither governed by Humour, nor miſlead by falſe 
Inſinuations, but whoſe Conduct bears a Reſemblance to 
His Conſtancy, who having © /ov'd his own, i. e. his Friends, 
Jou'd them to the End. | 
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Tur Time, which now preſſes me to conclude, 
will not ſuffer me to enumerate all the Pleaſures, 
both here and hereafter, of a virtuous and inoffen- 
five Behaviour, which, in a Word, will make us 
ſleep in Peace, enjoy Proſperity, and bear Adverſity: 
For the Tears of Affliction fall with a peculiar Grace 
from the Face of Innocence, and produce the Exerciſe 
of many Chriſtian Virtues, as ſoft Showers of Rain for- 
ward the Growth of many lovely Plants and Flowers. 
I ſhall no longer interrupt the public Bujineſs, but diſ- 
charge you from the Courts of the Lord's Houſe, to at- 
tend thoſe of Earthly Power and Authority; permit me 
to do it in the Words of Scripture, Thus ſaith the Lord, 
O Houſe of David, execute „ and deliver him 
that is ſpoiled out of the Hands of the Oppreſſor. Set 
that God always before you, who in the midſt of Tudg- 
ment remembers Mercy, and defends the Earth as if were 
with a Shield, 3s 
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